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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING SYSTEM 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To allow a scanner and a printer to be used 
by plural work stations (WS) of plural host computers by 
providing the work stations, the scanner as an image 
reader, the printer as an image recording device, and a 
multiplexer(MPX) as a connection switching device. 

CONSTITUTION: The MPX 5 is equipped with switches 
24 and 25 as switch devices and a register 23 as an 
identifying means and identifying connection request 
from the scanner 2 or WSs 6@9 by the register 23 or 
WS interface parts 16@19, thereby connecting the WSs 
6@9 and the scanner 2 or printer 3. or scanner 2 and 
printer 3 by switches 24 and 25 according to the 
requests. Further, the MPX 5 selects a paper discharge 
bin of the sorter 4 of the printer 3 corresponding to 
the ' WSs 6@9 or scanner 2 whose connections are 
requested, thereby stocking recorded forms in the 
corresponding sorter. Consequently, the scanner and 
printer, etc.. are used by the plural work stations. 
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